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To his much reſpeed friends, Mr. Robert 
Thompſon the Father, and Mrs. Mar- 
tha Thompſon the Mother, and Cap- 
tain William Thompſon the Husband 
of the late Deceaſed Mrs.” Martha 


Thompſon. 


deſires, which alſo have been ſeconded by the 
deſires of others , have brought forth this diſcourſe 
into the World. It is not, I neuſt confeſs, at all 
againſt my inclination to make it Publacks, becauſe the 
deſerved CharaQter | gave your Deceaſed Relation having 
ſounded onely in the Ear, might be ſoox forgotten; but 
being Printed, may prove a very good Copy for others to 
imitate, and mirite after. How few Saints at this day are 
exemplary ! This is an Age in which thoſe that are Evil 
wax worle and worlez awd many that are gracious are 
under great languiſhing and decags. A Chriitian that 
orows mn Grace; and whofe Soul profpers, and whoſe 
Converſation is a Convidion to the World, that there is 
both a reality and cfficacy in Religion , is Rara avis in 
terris 5 x0t eaſily to be found. 

I cannot blame your grief that you have lojſs One who 
ws ſo dear, and ſo worthy to be ſo dearly loved. Onely 
I would have you remember, That Believers are to weep 
as if they wept not : they are mot to mourn over the 
Dead as without hope. And Hope being ſo well gronnd- 
ed, will keep Sorrow within due limits, How eaſily, when 
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the San riſes, does its light ſupply the room of the Stars, 
whoſe twinkling light is vant | Creatures at beſt, though 
they have never ſo great a Luſtre, are but little things : 
and their abſence may be brooked well enongh, if the All- 
ſufficient and Gracious GodJ, does but veuchſafe more of 
his ſpecial and reviving preſence. 

My friends | Turn your Sorrow inte a right Channel : 
Godputs thoſe Tears into his bottle, which are ſhed for Sin ; 
but thoſe which the Sorrow of this World draws fromour 
Eyes as common water, are fpilt upon the ground. Sin 
does beſt deſerve your grief; and the Lord, whoſe Being and 
kindneſs #* unchangeable, what ever changes are among 
the Creatures, is as much to be loved, delighted, and 
rejoyced in as ever. A curious Ciſtern has been broken 
to pieces, I wiſh you may all have recourſe to, and drink 
more largely of the Fountain of -living Waters. 

That God would ſanFifie the breach he has made, and 


fatiate your Souls with himſelf, and wean you from this 
World, and bring you at laſt ſafe to his Heavenly King- 
dow, is the Prayer of 


Your much obliged Friend and Servant 
for Jeſus ſake 
Nathanael Vincent. 
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Job XIV. Ver. 14. latter part. 


All the days of my appointed time will I 
wait till my change come. 


: Here had been a ſtrange and ſudden al- 
teration in the temporal Eſtate of Fob - 
E ſo that He who was as good and as great 
y as any of the Sons of the Eaſt 3 nay, 
a Nonſuch for uprightnels and the fear 
' of God, 1s in an inſtant ſpoil'd of all 
| * he had,and reduced to extreme poverty. 
Never Riches did take untothem ſwifter Wings, and they 
flew away altogether as an Eaxgle towards Heaven, Sa- 
tan from Hell , his Inſtruments on Earth aſſaulted Fob - 
and the God of heaven permitted both, for the trial 
of his Faith and Patience, and the proof of his Since- 
rity. This charge in his outward condition cauſed him to 
be deeply apprehenfive of another change, which he con-' 
cluded conld not be far off. AfMition is called by the 
name of Death in Scripture , becauſe of its tendency to 
it 3 and ought to be Iookt upon as an admonition con- 
cerning it. 

In the beginning of this Chapter, Job ſpeaks of Mans 
frailty in the general : Mar that 3s born of a woman, is 
of few days : his Daysarefew 3 but ſo are not his Trou- 
bles, for they.are many, his Life is full of them. He is not 
compared to the flnrdy Oak, or the lofty Cedar, which 
will ſtand long, if let alone, and muſt -have many a 
ſtroak to make them fall. No, no, a flower, a ſhaddow, 
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are much fitter compariſons. He cometh forth as a flower, 
and 1 ent down he. fleeth alſo as a ſhadow, and comti- 
»ueth not. This gencral Dottrine of Mortality, Fob in the 
Text particularly applies to himſclf ; and truly he is very 
cloſe in that application. He ſaw himſelf changeable, 
his aftua) Change he ſaw as near ; and waits for the com- 
ing of it. All the days of my appointed time,, &c. 


Theſe Particulars are obſervable in the Words. 

1. There is the practiſe which Job reſolves upon, and 
that is 10 wait, which implies a certain ExpeCation, and 
a diligent preparation ſuitable to ſuch a certain expeCta- 
tion. 

2. That which he waited for, was, the coming of a 
Change. This Change ſome refer to the' Refarredion , 
which as it ought moſt firmly to be believed, ſo with 
joy to be thought. on. But others with greater pro- 
bability do- underſtand it of Death, which is a great 
Change indeed; gvith reference both to good and bad: 
with reference tothe Bodies, and. the Souls of Men. For 
though the. Soul dies: not, yet. 'tis mightily altered after 
Its ſeparation. > 

; 3- This Change Job calls his own Change, or the Change 
of himſelf; the Hebrew Word. is 172 which. is tranſla- 
ted Jmvorntatio mei, The Change of me 3 as if he ſhould. 
ſay, The Lord by Afiliction, has made a Change inmy 
Eſtate z and ſhortly by Death be will: make a Change 
in my Perſon. The things of the World have left me, 
and I my {elf ſhall teave ther World. quickly. 

. 4. Here is the time of waiting. . The. time which was 
appointed him in this World. The Hebrew *82y8'5! may 
be Tranſlated Dies Milzis, the days..of my Warfare. 
Qup' days are appointed for Combat: with our Spiritu- 
al Enemjesz avd if being [trong in theLord, we'are vigo- 
rous. inthe Cambat, we are lure 19.come off. Conque- 
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ob is ſenſible of the danger and unreaſonableneſs 
of Carnal Security at any time, and therefore purpoſes 
every day to be in expeCation of his Laſt Day, AY ile 
days of my appointed £1147C will I wait till My change COME. 


I raiſe Three Doftrines from the Words 

Firſt, That Mans time in this World is an appointed time, 

Secondly, AChanec will come,and put anend to this time 
which is appointed to man. : 

Thirdly, To be waiting for this Change, is the pradliſe 
of the Saints, and would be the wiſdom of all, 


Dor. 1 1 begin with the firſt, That mans time in this 
World is an appointed time, Job 7. 1. 1s there not an ap- 
pointed time to man upon Earth? are not kis days alfo, like 
the days of an hireling * So Job 14. 5. Seeing his days are 
determined, the number of kis months are with thee, thou 
haſt appointed his bounds that he cannot paſs. © In the hand- 
ling of this DoQrine I ſhall, R | 

x. Speak concerning time which is appointed to Man. 

2, Shew you who has appointed it. 

3. To what end it 1s appointed. 

And then make Application. 


In the firſt place, I am to ſpeak of "Time, which is thus 
appointed unto Man. | 

1. This time is continually paſſing. It had a Beginning, it 
will have an End; and to that end 'tis always haſting, 
Eternity was before it, and Eternity will be after it. Time 
is commonly divided into pſt, and fo come; that which 
1 paſt, is paſt recalling z that which is to come, may quick- , 
|y be paſt alſo. The preſent time is but an inſtant, which 
in the twinklingof an Eye is ſwallowed up in that which 
is paſt away, Thoſe ſimilitudes of a Weavers Wuttle, of 
the Ships of deſire, of an Ewgle haſting to the prey, ate uſed - 
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by the Holy Ghoſt, Feb 9.26. to ſignifie the ſwift paſſage 
of time. Times Glaſs is always running. Arg«ftine has a 
pretty obſervation, £. 2. Confeſ. c. 23. When Jeſbua was 
tighting with the Caraanites, Sol ſtabat, tempres ibat : The 
Sun ſtood ſtil], but Time did not. 

2 This time iscalled a time of ſojourning. 1 Pet. x. 17. 
Paſs the time of your ſojourning here in fear. This World 
1s not to be the Eternal Home of any. Allthat are 1n it, 
are haſtning out of it. The Wicked hall not long be per- 
mitted to $1n,northe Righteous to ſuffer here. The Saints 
are ſo wiſe as to look upon themſelves as Strangers, an 
Sojourners, and Pilgrims. P/al. 39. 12. I am a ſtranger 
with thee, and a ſejourner, as all my fathers were. And the 
Carnal minded, though they live as it they were to live 
here always ; yettheir time 1s really very ſhort, and ſome- 
times much ſhortned.by $1n : they will ſoon be at their - 
long home. 

3 This timeis ſaid to be lived zn the fleſh, 1 Pet. 4. That 
be nolonger ſhould tive the reſt of kis time in the fleſh to the 
luſts of men, but to the willof God. While the Soul of Man 
1s linked tothe Fleſh, there arc ſenſitive Appetites and In- 
clinations, which are apt to be eager, and to exceed due 
bounds. The Senſes are doors at which, many t!.1ngs enter, 
which prove a ſnare to theSoul ; and are made uſe of by 
the, Tempter to entice and entangle the Heart, and to 
draw it away from God. Here is great reafon for vigilan- 
ey, leſt the pleajing and mindivg of the body caule the xeg- 
leFing of the Soul, and the rnine of both for cver. 

4. Thistime is ſitJed te accepted time, 2 Cor.f.2. Bebuld, 
now is the accepted time © behold,now 7s the day of Sul uation, 
Now 1s the time, wherein Man may accept of Chrilt, ard 
God will accept of Man. Man may accept of the offers 
made in the Goſpel, and God will accept of returning 
Prodigal@tf bzing weary of the fur Conntry, they came 
home to their Fathers Honfe, Luk. 15. They that have 
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been guilty of the greateſt Sins, and have made themſelves 
moſt abominable, and foul, and vile ; yer, if they look to 
Jeſus, and cry to God, iniquity ſhall be taken away, 
they ſhall be gracioully received, and healed : but when 
Time is ended , not one offer of Grace ſhall be made 
more. 

5. This Time when once ended, wore Time will nccer be 
granted, Death puts a (top to Time ; and immediate- 
ly we enter upon Eternity. The end of all things is at 
hand, 1 Pet. 4. 7. Time will end quickly. There are 
ſeveral truths which God has confirmed with an Oath ; 
as that Iz bleſſing, He will bleſs his people; that the Unbe. 
lieving ſhall never enter into his reſt : And among other 
truths, this is one thus confirmed, That there ſhall be time 
20 longer , Rev. 10. 6. If it had been poſhble to be ob- 
tained, the Rich Man 1n Hell would rather have begg'd 
for an Inch of Time, than a drop of water. Preſently af- 
ter the Diſſolution, the G#/ph #s fixed, the Gates both of 
Heaven and Hell are ſhut ſo faſt , that the happineſs of 
the one, the miſery of the other, muſt needs be unchange- 
able. 


In the Second placeI am to ſhew you, by whom Mars 
Time is appointed: 'Tis by that God, who is the Ancient 
of days, who is from everlaſting to everlaſting ; who is 
Lord of Time, and Lord of All. He determines Times, 
as well as the bounds of our habitations, Ads 17.26. In 
Him all men live, and move, and bave their being 5 and 
Life can laſt no longer , than he affords bis gracious 
Viſitation to preſerve it. Time 15 inthe hand and power 
of none but God. 

Three things here obſervable. 

i. 'Tis the Lord that woxch/afes to man the time he has 
and this is an argument of his Good will to him. We read 
n20t of any Time that was granted to the Apoſtate Awgels 5 
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afſoon as they had finned, they were not ſpared, but caſt 
to hell without delay, 2 Pet. 2. 4. No ſpace was given 
them to Repent 3 no Time allowed to cry for Pardon : 
no ground at all appeared for hope of reconciliation 
and recovery. 

2. He orders and appoints the time he gives, for ſuch 
and ſuch uſes 5 this Talent he requires ſhould beemployed. 
not according to the L»ſts of Men, but according to hi» 
own will, 1 Pet. 4. 2. Time 1s too precious a thing to 
be idly waſted and laviſh'd in Sins ſervice. To throw 
away our Gold or Jewels about the ſtreets, is not ſo per- 
nicious a folly, as to be prodigal of our Time. He has 
work enough to do with his Time , that is to work ont 
kis own Salvation : and this is the main buſineſs for which 
Time is given. 

3. *Tis the Lord who ſets bounds and limits unto man: 
Time, and it expires at his pleaſure. When he ſays to 
thoſe who were formed out of the Duſt, Return unto 
your dujt again, immediately they muſt obey ; they that 
are the greateſt Princes, muſt here be perfectly ſubject. 
Their breath, when God calls for it, goes forth, as well 
as the breath of others; They return to their erth, and 
that wery day their thoughts periſh, Pſal. 146. 4. The 
Apoltle would have Chriſtians fenfible, that they [ve at 
Cods will, and no longer than he wills 3 and that the 
preſent life they live, 1s but a vapour, which appears for « 
little while, and then vaniſheth away. Jam. 4.14, 15. 


In the Third place, Iam to tell you, to what end Tims 
7s appointed, The end of Time, that is, its Expiration : 
Theend of Time, that 1s, the Deſzg of giving it 5 is not 
at all under{tood by the moſt of men. 

1. Time 1s appointed for /jeeking Now is the Time 
im which our Lord Jz:{us comes to ſeck and to ſave that 
which is lojſi, He ſeeks after them that are ſtraying, and 
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have Joſt themſelves in the Wilderneſs of this World, 
that he may bring them ſafe home. Now is the Time 
allo for man to ſeek what is ſo highly worth finding. 
He 1s to a& the wiſe Merchant, and eek the Pearl of great 
price, Matt. 13. 46. which will both enrich, and beauti- 
fe, and fave the Soul which is poſſeſſed of it. He is to 
ſeck the Lord while he may be found, and to call upon him 
while he is near, Iſa. 55. 6. Now the face and ſtrergth 
of God ſhall not be ſought in vain. 

2. Time is appointed for making Peace. When the Ene- 
T.y is dreadful, his Wrath intollerable,his Power irrefiſti- 
ble, certainly Peace is deftrable. Now though God be 
{ach an Enemy, and that moſt juſtly an Enemy ; yet heis 
forward to be at peace z he beſeecheth us to be reconciled, 
2 Cor. 5.20. He tells us, that he is ready to forgive, and 
tlenteons in mercy to all that ca'l upon him: Now is the 
Time to obtain Mercy, tobclicve in Jeſusthe Peace-maker: 
and if we will believe in this Mediator, God will be no 
!'onger a Foe, but a Friend 3 nay, a Father : and being 
jaſtified by the blood of Chriſt, we ſhall be ſaved from wrath 
through him. 

3. Timeis appointed for converſton and healing. They 
are now called to return, who have fallen by their dniquity, 
Hoſ. 14 1. How loud, how frequent are theſe Calls ! 
what earneſtneſs is uſed to make Sinners willing and obe- 
dient ! The Lord proteſts ſolemnly by his own lite, that 
he has no pleaſure in their Death, Zzek. 33. 11. As I live, 
ith the Lord, I have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked ; 
'ut that the wicked turn from Lis way and live: turn ye, 
11192 ye from your evil ways 5, for why will you die, O houſe 

{ Iracls And if ſuch Calls to turn, are hearkned to, 
1nzere Converts, though before never ſo ungodly, (hall 
2x loved freely , their Souls. healed and ſaved. 

4. Time is appointed for working. That was a juſt 
r:buke which was given, 


Mat. 20. 6. Why ſtand je here 
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all the day idle There is a Work which we are with all 
care and fear to avoid ; and that is the ſerving of finful 
Luſts and Pleaſures : Have no felowſhip, ſays the Apoſtle, 
with the unfruitfnl works of darkneſs, Eph. 5. 11. Butthe 
Work of God we ſhould be employed in, with heart and 
hand, with our whole might and ſtrength, we ſhould 
count it our Meat and Drink to do it. Now ts the Time 
to depart from evil, and to do good, that we may dwell for 
evermore. And though we are never ſo fiedfaſt, though 
we abourd never ſo much in Gods Work, onr labour ſhall 
zot be in vain. 

5- Time is appointed for Warring. The enennes of our 
Salvation are many, and mighty; but they are conquera- 
ble ; nay, they have been already Conquered, and Tri- 
umphed over by the Captain of our Salvation. He has 
condemned Sin tn the fleſh, Rom.8, 3. He has ſpoiled Prin- 
cipalitics and Powers, and made a ſhew of them openly, tri- 
amphing over them in the Croſs, Col. 2. 15. He kas overcome 
the World, Joh. 16. n/t. What though theſe enemies are 
above our Match ; if we vigoroully engage in the Com- 
bat,being ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of his might, 
putting on the whole armour of God , we \hall be more than 
Conquerors in the end. Sin1s the worſt Enemy of all ; if 
Sin be ſubdued, we need not fear any other. 

6. Time is appointed to make proviſton for eternity. A 
future State 1s certain, and 'tis very near. Man muit of 
neceſiity be to Eternity ; and therefore not to think of, 
or be concerned about, or provide for Eternity, 13 the 
very height of madneſs. We ſhould juſtly blame a man 
that ſhould ſpend his Eſtate in fareing ſumptuouſ]y for a 
day, and beg all his days after. But how much more 
blame-worthy is he, who minds only a ſhort and prefent 
Conſolation, and ventures upon Eternal Miſery ! Now is 
the time to /ay wp in ſtore for our ſelves a good foundation, 
that we may lay hold of eternal life, 1 Tim. 6, 19." 
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7 Time is appointed to rewder Man inexcnſable in caſ® 
of final obſtinacy and impenitemcy. When God calls, if 
man refuſes, and will not know the day of his gracious 
viſitation, but neglefs the things which concern his peace 3 
then if he dye an Enemy, and is dealt with as an Enemy, 
and is thrown into everlaſting Puniſhment, the fault is his 
own. God will be juſtified and clear'd when man receives 
the Sentence of Eternal Condemnation. How may the 
Reprobate Angels accuſe and plead againlt finfu] Man at 
the great Day, and ſay, O thou Righteous Judge ! They 
have done worſe than We, they have conte Mercy 
which we never had the offer of ; We never had any 3 
but they have had ſpace to Repent, and yet they Re- 
pented not. 

Of 1, If time is appointed to man, acknowledge the 
merciful kindneſs of God towards him. His (uttering 
ſinful Man to live ſo long, and to enjoy the ſeaſons and 
means of Grace, is a plain demonſtration of his Com- 
paſhons towards him, and how unwilling he is that Man 
{nould periſh. To this purpoſe ſpeaks the Apoſtle, 2 Pet. 3. 
3. The Lord is long-juffering to #s-ward, not willing that 
any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to Repentance. 
\{an is dead 1n Law, condemned to die 3 how great 1s 
that Mercy that ſteps in between Sentence and Execu- 
:10n, and allows ſo much time to ſue for Pardon ! 


Uſe. 2. Admire the laſting of time where"tis ſinſully waſted 
end laviſht away. When onely Sin and Satan are ſerved 
with that Time, which God gives, 'tis a wonder that 1t 

« not ſuddenly taken away. The Patience of an All- 


{ceing, All-powerfu), and Holy God, is a marvellous thing 
towards finful Man: though he lives to the provocation 
and diſhonour of his Maker and Preferver , yet behold, 
(0 lives ſtill, Yet, let not Man preſume, for the more pa- 
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tience has been abuſed, the greater will be the following 
fury ; and the Viols of Wrath » 1]] be the fuller againſt 


the day of Righteous Judgment, 


Uſe 3. Comply with Gods deſeen in vonchſafing time to 
04. Much is loſt, and oh what a Trezure was that which 
is loſt | therefore redeem the remainder. If your Time 
be done, and your Work undone, you are undone with- 
out remedy. ThefJothful ſervant who was ſleeping, when 
he ſhould have been Working, was bound hand and foot, 
and caſt into utter Darkneſs. Work hard in the Lords 
Vineyard,that when he comesto reckon, he may find you 
employed diligently, Luk. 12. 43. Bleſſed is that ſervant 
whom his Lord when he cometh ſhall find ſo doing. 


Uſe 4. Remember that the bounds of time are unknown, 
ard therefore do not reckon as if there were a great deal to 
come. The Prodigal that thinks his Eſtate will never b: 
ſpent, how does he iendit flying ? tf you reckon you ſhall 
live zery long, "tis a thouſand to one but you will hve 
zery ill. How was the Old World drowned 1n wicked- 
neſs, before it was drown'd in Water ? and one reafon 
might be, b-cauſe 'twas uſual for men to live Seven or 
eight, or nine hundred years 3 hence grew {ccurity in Sin, 
God was negletted, Death unthought of, and Repentance 
delay'd. Death may be very near, when you leaſt think 
of dying. Youare zot to boaſt of to morrow, which poſli- 
bly you may not live to ſee; but as the Holy Ghoſt ſays, To 
day if ze will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, Heb.2. 


., 0. - 
Dog. 2. The Second Doctrine 1s this, A Change wil! 


come, and put an end to this time, which is appointed to 
Man. Mortality and Change are conſequent upon Sin. 
Aſſoon as we are born, Death ſets out towards us, and 

It 
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it approacheth nearer and nearer every moment, What 


man is he that liveth and ſhall not ſee death? Pſl. 89. 48. 
Every one that lives, as ſure as he lives, ſhall dye. 


In the handling of this Point, [I ſhall, 

I. Shew in what reſpe&ts Death may be called a C hange. 

2. Prove, that Death will come. 

3. When this Change at Death comes, ihat time will 
be at an end. 

Laſtly, make Application. 


In the firſt place, [ am to ſhew, in what reſpets Death 
may be called a Change. 

Death is a great Change in reference to Sinrers, and 
in reference to Saints. 

1. Death is a Change in reference toSinners. A fad and 
bad Change, which they may rremlye to think of. Sin- 
ners wiſh they might live hereco/Eternity, that they 
might Sin to Eternity ; and they juſtly deſerve Puniſh- 
ment to Eternity : but though their wills be deſperately 
bad, yet their wiſhes are vain. Though Death is more 
bold. than welcome, yet 'twill make bold with the higheſt 
and ſecureſt of them. Their Change 13 coming : now 
Death is a Change in ſeveral reſpects. 

7. Dcath is a Change, 1n reference fo therr outward 
comforts, Alltheſe take their flight at Death; or rather, 
Sinners take their flight away from them. The Rich 
Man in the Goſpel, L»k.16. after Death, taſtes no more 
of his ſumptuous fare, Þ- 1s turned out of his Houſe, 
he isſtript of his purple anc! fine !innen 5 a)! the good things 
that he received here, he left behind him when he went 
into another Woild. I grant, the Godly leave their out- 
ward Comforts too, but they exchange them for better : 
but Wicked Men here receave all their Conjolation 5 and 
nothing but Evils and Torment abide them after their 

ditlolution, 


_—— __— 


mt IS 


Ie rome ce ter aereonegs — 


[ b- - A' Funerat Sermon. 


1 diſſolution. Death lays their Honour in the Dult, puſhes 
| off the Crown from the gracelcſs Monarchs Head; proves 
| the Richeſt, meer Beggars. 

| | 2. Death is a Change in reference to their outward May. 
| Their Bodies, which the ungodly take ſo much time and 
pains to adorn and pamper, are ſtrangely alterd; the 
ſprightly Heat, is turned into coldnefs, Strength into the 
clean contrary, Beauty into a ghaſtly paleneſs, the beſt 
Conſtitution into rottenneſs and corruption, 

I grant the Earthly Tabernacle of the Saints alſo falls 
to the ground, but 'twill riſe again with advantage 3 but 
the Bodies of the Wicked will riſe to Puniſhment, and thar 
this may be Eternal, put on a wretched Immortality. 

3. Death isz Change, in reference to that peace and con- 
fidence that ſinners before were full of. The hope of the 
wicked is as the giving up. of the Ghoſt ; and all their 
truſt is as a Spiders web, ſpun out themſelves, weak, and 
eaſily ſwept away. Immediately after Death, they will 
perceive their miſtakes, and 'fmartingly be convinced, that 
their confidences were vain, Now they cry peace 4nd ſafety, 
and let the Curſe ring never ſo loud, they bleſs themſelves 
in their hearts, thongh they walk on in their evil way 
but then they will perceive and curſe-thetr Carnal Secu- 
rity. Their Building being on the ſand, will fall, and great 
will be the fall of it, Matt. 7.27. 

4. Death is a Changein reference to Hope and poſſebility 
of Salvation. As wain hopes will be at an end, ſo All hope 
will be gone ; The Goſpel will be claſped and ſealed up 
for ever: the Night w1!l be come, and the time of work- 
Ing out Salvation, over. Hark what was faid tothe Rich 
Manin Hell! There 7s a great gulph fixed between us and you, 
which 'tisimpoſible to-paſs. This Deſpair will cauſe un- 
utterable Anguiſh, *twill prove the Hell of Hell. How 
1ntollerable will that Fire be, which there is no hope of 
having quenched ! How dreadful that Vorm, where there 

!s ND hope of its dying, 5. Death 
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5. Death is a Change, in reference to hat patience that 
was exerciſed towards them ; for Judgment, Sentence, and 
Eternal Puniſhment does follow upon the abuſe of it. 
God will then caſt the Ungodly away for ever, and he 
will be favourable no more ; but in Anger ſhut up all 
his Mercies. All their Sins will find them out at Death, 
accompany them to the Judgment Seat, cry out for Ven- 
geance upon them 3 God will eaſe himſelf of ſuch Ad- 
verſaries that were a burden to him while they lived ; and 
they will ſadly find, that while they deſpiſed his good- 
neſs and long ſuffering, they treaſured up to themſelues wrath 
againſt the day of wrath, Rom. 2. 4, 5+ 


2. Death is a Change, with reſpe& wnto the Saints, and 
this is as bleſſed as thet'other is diſma). A gracious Change 
is wrought in Believers at their firſt Converſion z and that 
Change is perfe&ed at their Diſſolution. What an ex- 
cellent Creature will a renewed Soul -be, when 'tis out 
of the Body, and made perfe# in glory ! . Surely there is 
no juſt ground for a Saint to fear dying 3 but upon 
many accounts 'tis really deſirable. 

1. At Death the Saints change their habitation ; they 
leave the Earthly Tabernacle, and go to « houſe 1:1't made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens, 2.Cor. 5.1. They no 
longer ſay, Wo is ws that we dwell in Meſbech, and inhabit 
the tents of Kedar. This Earth was a place full of trouble 
to them; they were gazed at, ſcorn'd, reproached, perſe- 


cuted ; but in Heaven they meet with other kind of com- 


pany ; there is nothing but love, and. peace, and ſweetreſs 
among the innumerable company of Angek, and the genc= 
ral Atfemblie, and Church of the Furſt born, which are 


Enrolled in Heaven. The houſe of Clay 4s changed io 
a City which has Foundations, whoſe Builder and Mc». 


ker is God. | 


with 


2. Their State of abſence is changed, ang they are preſent . 
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with the Lord. "Tis true, Believers in this World are 
brought nigh to God by the Blood of Chriſt ; they are 
brought into his favour, and admitted unto fellowſhip 
with him ; whereas, wicked Men are far from God, and 
dwell in the Suburbs of Hell and Deſtruction : but yet; 
this Nearneſs of the Saints to Chriſt, and to his Father; 
is but a Diſtance in compariſon of that Nearneſs which 
will be in Glory : Therefore ſays the Apoſtle, Whiles we 
are at home in the body, we are abſent from the Lord. And 
are willing rather to be abſent from the body, and to be pre- 
ſent with the Lord, 2 Cor. 5. 6, 8. Deſertion, though the 
common exerciſe of Saints on Earth, will in Heaven be 
no more 3 they ſhall be delivered from all cauſes of Gods 
withdrawing, they ſhall beſo near as to ſee their Lord as 
he is 3 and his Face will be towards them, and the light of 
his Countenance ſhine uponthem, without the leaſt inter- 
ruption or Eclipſe, unto Eternity. 

3. There is a Change, from ignorance and darkneſs, 
(mch of which remained even in the children of light) unto 
perfe? knowledge. Believers in this World, who are moſt 
of all Enlightned, do kxrow but in part, and therefore *tis 
their duty to be ſtill growing both in Grace and Know- 
ledge; but when Death comes, that which is perfe@ 
come, and that which is in part ſhall be done away, 1 Cor.13. 
16. Heaven is called an inheritance in Light. Oh what a 
full underſtanding will there be of the Worksand of the 
Word of God ! What clear views of God himſelf, and 
Jcſus Chriſt, who lives and reigns at his right hand , . will 
be there vouchſated ! Allthe ignorance that followed up» 
on cating the Tree of Knowledge, will be cured ; all 
ſtrangeneſs and doubtings concerning God, his Goodneſs 
and his Love,will be at an end : Glorified Saints ſee, what 
Militant Saints c2n't bear, 

| 4. There is a Change at Death, from incowpleat grace,to 
a} glorious and ſinleſs purity and holineſs, The body of fin 
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is put off when the Saints put off this Mortal Body, The 
ſeparated Souls of the Juft ones, have no External Senſes, 
nor any ſenſual and fleſhly inclinations 3 Death removes 
themoout of the World, ſo that nothing hence is any lon- . 
ger a Temptation 3 they are alſo out of the Tempters 
reach 3 and then they have a ſight of their Lord as he is, 


- and this light Transforms them into his likeneſs, 1 Joh. 


3. 2. Grace that was here only in the bud, will then be 
full blown 3 Holineſs will be perfected, and all filthineſs 
both of the Fleſh and Spirit cleanſed away : It may truly 
be ſaid then concerning the Spouſeof Chriſt; O my love, 
thou art all fair, there is no ſpot in thee. | 

5. There is a Change, from War and I abour, unto Reſt 
and Triumph, "Tis no caſte matter to be Saved. The 
Saints are put upon hard work and ſervice, they are to 
watch, to pray,to ſtir up themſelves,to lay hold on God. They 
are to contend earneſtly for the faith, to ſlrive to enter in 
at the ſtrait gate. They areto uſe an holy Violence,that they 
may by a kind of ſtorming take the heavenly Kingdom ; 
all oppoſition from the Worlds Rage, and the power and 
wrath of Helliſh Principalities, they muſt break thorow. 
But at Death their Warfare is accompliſhed, they reſt from 
their Labours, Rev. 14. 13- They go then to their Lord, 
and receive their reward which he has freely and faithfully 
promiſed ; and having been faithful in alittle,they are made 
rulers over much 3 they have fought the good fight, and fi- 
niſhed their courſe: and having been wore” than conquerors 
through him that loved them, they fit downwith kim on his 
throne, and are Crowned with Lite and Glory, and ſhall 
wear that Crown for ever. 

6. When the Saints dye, there is a Change from all man- 
ner of Sorrow, unto fullneſs of joy and pleafures for ever- 
more. Oh how glad will they be to fee themſclves ſafely 
arrived to the fair Haver, after the many Storms which 
beat upon them in this World - to perceive themlclves m_ 
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18 A Funeral Sermon. 
ly ſecur'd in Heaven, and that they are wade pillars in the 
temple of God, and ſhall go out no more ! Rev. 3. 12. When 
they come to ſee their Lordand Husband Jefus, and God 
their Father ; and to the uttermoſt of their capacity, they 
are filled with his Love, and ſatisfied with his Image 3 Oh 
then all tears will be dricd up, Sin and Sorrow are Eter- 


nal Strangers in the New Jer»ſalem 5 Joy will be full, and 
the fuller, becauſe 'twill never end. 


W=—— 


Inthe Second place follow the Arguments to prove, 
That Death which is ſuch a Change, will certainly come. 

I. Dzath is merited by Sin : It was upon the Sin of 
Man that that Sentence was paſt upon him, Ge. 3. 19, 
In the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat thy bread, until thou 
return to the ground, for out of it waſt thou taken : for duft 
thou art, and unto duſt ſhalt thou return. Now all having 
Sinned, Death paſſes upon all, Rom. 5. 12. Aſſoon as 
Man became a Sinner, preſently he became Mortal. Death 
had not been able to have entred into the World, if Sin 
had not firſt got entrance : If Man had never Sinned, the 
ary of Life was to aſſure him, he ſhould never have 

ied. 

2. Death is appointed, and the appointment is moſt firm 
and unchangeable : let an exception be made of Enoch and 
Elias, and them that ſhall be found alive at the Laſt 
Day, and the appointment is general, Heb. 9.27. Con- 
ftitutum eſt omnibus ſemel mori z, pleriſque bis, It is ap- 
pointed unto all men once to die, and the Second Death 
w1ll be the Portion of the moſt that Live. The Gravefſ 
is called, The Houſe appointed for all the living, that's the 
dark and filent place where all the dwellers upon Earth 
muſt make their aboad until the Reſurrection. 

_ 3. Chriſt does mot deliver thoſe that are dear to him 
from the ſiroakof death, though he does always from the 
Sting of it, If there were any hope to be freed from 
taſting 
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taſting of Death, that expeRation muſt be from our Me- 
diator - but though he makes the bodies of Believers his 
own Members, and the temples of his Spirit z, yet he ſuffc;s 
them to fall down to the ground, that too viſible a diffe-' 
rence may not be made between the Righteous and the 
Wicked here, and that his power may be olorifed in railing 
them up again at the Laſt Day. And certainly the Lords 
power and love, will be excecding Glorious, when this 
corruptible ſhall put on incorruption, and this mortal immors 
tality. 


In the. Third place, I am to make it manifeſt, That 
Time comes to an end, when this Change comes. 

I. One Argument ſhall be drawn from the Eternal :Re- 
wards which upon their diſſolution are received by the Righ- 
teows,. The Saints in Heaven need no more time, for theic 
work is done: Aſſoon as they depart they are with Chriit ; 
they are cloathed upon with their houſe which is from Hea- 
ven, 2 Cor. 5. 2. They have no need more of a Day 
of Grace, who have received an exceeding and eternal 
weight of Glory. And truly 'tis well for them that their 
time is over, fince they have made good uſe of it 3 and 
time being over, they arein Eternity, and now their'State 
and Happineſs is fixed. - Rome. 6.23. The gift of Gogl is 
eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

2. A Second Argument ſhatt be drawn from the Ever- 
lifting Paniſhments which after Death are inflided on the 
wicked. We read Luke 16. That the Wicked Rich Man 
died and was buried ; and the next News we hear of him, 
is, That he was in Hell, and ſhut up there; fo as never to 
come out more. He does not pray for areleafe ont of his 
Torments, that was deſpaired of; but oficly for a /ittle mi- 
tigation; and truly it was but a ſmall kindnefs, that a drop 
of water could have-done.him, w-the mid(t of ſuch flames 
as are in Hell ; and.yetzven that is detiied. - The ungod- 
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ly that are taken out of the World, had time afforded them : 
but they were ſuch Fools as to ſpend it all in Sin and Va- 
nity 3 and now no more ſhall be granted fir further Tridl, 
after Eternal Puniſhment has overtaken them. 


Ofe 1. If a Change is coming which will put an end 
to Time 3 Seethe vanity of things Temporal. The Apoſtle 
thought them not worth his love ; nay, not worthy of a 
look, 2 Cor. 4. 18. Welook not at the things that are ſeen, 
but at the things that are not ſeen 5, for the things that are 
ſeen are temporal, but the things that are not ſeen are eter- 
nal. The wiſe Man, becauſe of the Noz-continnance of 
Earthly things, charges them with a Noz- exiſtence, that he 
might diſgrace them, and ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of 
being eager after them. Prov. 23. 4,5. Labour not to be 
rich, ceaſe from thy own wiſdom; Wilt thou ſet thine eyes 
upon that whichis not £ for riches certainly make themſelves 
wings, and fly away as an Eagle towards heaven. And it 
may truly be ſaid, that Honours and Pleaſures have as 
ſwift wings as Riches. 


Uſe 2. Study bow vain you your ſelves are; Let Man 
ceaſe from himſelf , from being conceited of himſelſ, from 
truſting in himſelf ; for his breath is in his noitrils, and 
wherein is he to be accounted of, Iſa. 2. ult. Man was the 
Cauſe why the Creature was made ſubjedt unto vanity, Rom.8. 
Now the Philoſopher ſays, Propter quod unumqnodg eſt tale, 
illud eft magis tale.: The fire that makes the water hot, 
has a greater heat in it ſelf; and if Man was the cauſe of 
the Creatures Vanity, certainly in a ſenſe he is the vaineſt 
Creature. This methinks ſhould hide Pride from Man,and 
make him very humble, ſince the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks generally 
of all, though in the moſt exalted Earthly State, that they 
are Vanity in the Abſtract, Pal. 39. 5. Verily every man at 
bis bet eſtate is altogether vanity. Selah. ; | 

Uſe 3. 
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Uſe 3. Remain not #rder the guilt and dominion of Sin, 
which will make Death a Change ſo very dreadful. Come 
unto Jeſus, in whom both Strezgth and Righteouſneſs is to 
be found ? that you may be delivered from Sins Power, 
and eſcape Sins Puniſhment : Remember, that Sin is the 
very Sting of Death, and merits Hell; that allits gains and 
pleaſures are deceitful ; Oh haſten from under the Curſe 
it deſerves, and the bondage of it. If you hear and be- 
lieve on the Son of God, he will make you free indeed, 
from Sin, which is indeed the greateſt evil. Remember 
Death both firſt and ſecond,are Sins Wages; will. you any 
longer ſerve it? Oh change your Maſter quickly, and have 
your fruit to holineſs, and the end eternal life. 


Of 4. Think it ot ſtrange when relations are taken a» 
way, and ſorrow not as without hope, when you have good 
reaſon to hope that they (leep in Jeſus. Palerins Maxi- 
mus l. 5. c. 10. tells, that when Azaxagoras was told of 
the loſs of hisſon, he replied , you tell me of nothing 
unexpected , Ego enim illum ex me natum ſcicbam eſſe mor- 
talem,, 1 knew my ſon tobe but mortal, If an Heathen 
ſpeakes thus, ſhall Chriſtians ſhew lefs ſtrength and pa- 
tience? that children and other relations dye, is no marvel: 
that they live (olorg , and that the change of ſuch frail 
creatures does come no ſooner , is the greater wonder. 
The better our relations are, their loſs is the greater, but 
yet the greateſt loſs may be born with greateſt patience, 
underſtanding how gainful death is to them. 


It was the deſire of that excelent. Chriſtian lately de- 
ceaſed, that her Funeral Sermon might be preached oz 4 
Loras-day, becauſe more might hear, and be awakened, 
and made ſerious and profit by hearing.It was far 1 am con- 
fident from her defire to be publickly commended: but thoſe 


that leai? deſire, do beſt deſerve commendation, There 
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were ſeveral gracious qualities which God had endued 


her with, which I think it uſeful to mention, that others 


may bebrought into an imitation. 
x. I begin with her hnmility. She had low thoughts 


4 
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her ſelf:was very ſenſible of her imperfections, and that by gr 
the grace of God ſhe was what ſhe was. Though her eſtate} ſp 
was very plentiful, yet ſhe did not atfe& a flarting garb # 


' but went like a danghter of Sicn, net of Sodom. I never 
ſaw a Bull-Tower or a Curl pon her forehead. She took 
' more pains about her heart, then to dreſs and adorn Ler 


head. All that did obſerve her, mult needs acknowledg 
that ſhe had very much of that ornament of 2 meek and 
quiet ſpirit, which is in the fight of God of great price. 

2. She valued the Miniſtry and Ordinances of Chriſt at an 
high rate.She felt the power of the Lord Jeſus, and ſaw his 
matchleſs beauty in his houſe, at his table, and therefore 
rightly judged'it wasgood far herto 1ethere. It was the 
defire of her Soul, todwell in the Sanftuary of her God ; 
there ſheunderſtood the end of the ungodly , and thatin 
their greateſt proſperity , they ſtand but in ſlippery places. 
She lookt upon the counſels of God as a ſafe guide toglo- 
Ty; ſhe ſaw that in God, as made her defire him above all, 
and chuſe him to be her portion for ever. 

3. She had her ſpirit and paſſions hugely under government. 
Ifhe that is /ow to anger be of great underſlanding : cer- 
tainly ſhe wasa perſon of great wiſdom. Some were rea- 
dy to queſtion whether ſhe could be angry. This gentle- 
neſs of Chriſt ſhining forth m her, made her converſation 
very amiable.A great evereſs of ſpirit | obſerved in her,very 
patient under her laſt fickneſs, which truly was long, 
tedious , and very painful : and as ſhe did not murmur a- 
gainſt God tho under his mighty hand : ſo ſhe was far 
from being eaſily provoked by any one. 

4. She was wot 4t alltalkative , ſhe knew an wnbridled 
tongue will make all profeſſuon of religion vain. She was 
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ſwift to hear, and ſlow to ſpeak , as well as ſJow to wrath. 


A rare vertne, for 1n multitude of words.lavs Solomon, there 
wanteth not fin. An argument of prudence; For lays a 


at byf greater than Solomon, For every idle word which men ſhall 


eſtateſ} ſpeak, they ſhall give an account thereof at the day of Fudg- 


garb, merit. 
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5. She was well ſetled end eſtablifht in the way of truth. 
Temptations ſhe ſometimes met with to ſeduce her, but 
upon trial was found not to be Hike a child toft to and fro 
with every wind of doFrine. She was girt about with the 
girdle of truth, had onthe breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs, 
fought the good fight, and kept the faith unto the 
end. 

6. She was 4 ſingular example of ybedience to Parents. 1 
have heard her father ſay , ſhe was a child that never d3ſo- 
bezed him, tho being an onely child, . her diſobedience if it 
hadbeen, was more likely to be pardoned : ſogodd in all 
her relations, that I wiſh-her Father and her-Hnsband grave 
om ahove tobcar the loſs they have ſuſtained , and that 
her Mother may have extraordinary ſtrength vouchſafed, that 
ſhe may not be over-whelmed, and dye with extremity of grief 
and ſorrow. _—_ IP 

Such an one ſhe was while ſhe lived 5 and to conclude, 
Her God was with her, when (he was in the valley of the 
ſhadow of Death. Melancholick vapours prevailing, Satarz 
took an advantage againſt, to perplex her with hurries, 
and doubts, and fears. But not many hours before ſhe 
died, the Clouds were ſcattered, and Evidences for Hea- 
ven clear'd. When I asked her concerning the frame of 
her Spirit - Her anſwer was, ſhe had wo Donbts at all; 
theſe were her very words, concerning her Eternal State, 
Mark the perfe&, and behold the upright, -for the end of ſuch 


7s peace, | 


Well, She who was ſo ſerious and attentive an hearer 
D among 
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| an 
among us, that uſed with ſuch longings after Chriſt, and 

hungrings after Righteouſneſs, to Communicate with us lf ev! 
the =E Supper : her Change is come, and (be is joyned| 15 
to another Congregation. She 1s gone to the Hooded 

Jernſalem, to the general Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt 
born, to an innmmerable company of Angels, and the ſpirit 
of juſt men made perfe# ; where her Eternal employment 
will be to be ſimging hallelujahs to him that futs upon the 
Throne,and to the Lamb for ever. 


Do@r.3,The Third Doctrine follows, To be waiting 
their Change, is the pradiſe of the Saints, and would be the 
wiſdom of all. Thus Fob in the Text waited, the thoughts 
of Death were ſo frequent and familiar, that he ſeemed di 
to dwell in the Grave while alive : the Grave is my Houſe} dy 
he claims kindred with the Worms and Corruption 3 || þ; 

- have: ſaid to Corruption, thou art my Father ; to the Wormy 01 

thou art my Mother and my Siſter. 

In'the handling of this Doctrine, I ſhall St 

I, Tell you what it is to wait for this Change. GC 

2. Why thus to wait is the Saints praftiſez and if theref 0! 
be, good reaſon for the'r prattiſe, 'twill he evident with-f © 
out more ado, that this would beithe Wiſdombf all. | j 
Laſtly, conclude with the Application. | 7 


I begin with the Firſt, What it is 70 wait for this Change. G 

i. Waiting, implics a firm bclicf and perſwaſion, that] t 
this Change will be. *J'is eafie in the general to believe 
that all muſt dye ; but particularly to apply this to ones} h 
ſelf is very difficult z this knowledge of ones own ſrailty} \ 
comes from Heaven; and a right Faith concerning Dying, 
1s. really the gifc and work of God. Hark to David, © 
P/al. 39 4. Lord make me to know my end, and the mea-| ' 
fure of my days what it is, that I may know how frail 1] ' 
az : aud being thus taught, then he cries out, My days are 
an 
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an hand-breadth, and my age is as mothing before thee. 

2. An expe@ation of this change, as that which is poſſible 
every day. The Apoſtle proteſts that he died m I Cor- 
15- 31. Henot onlyadvanced in the work of mortifi- 
cation, and dying to fin, and this world, every day, but he 
lookt upon Death as every day poſiible. Stobexs, Ser. I. 
Relates of Myſorins, that he was of this opinion, that A 


i max cannot live a day well, wi Tpolkuarcy du]. os igcarlu R160 
bel wrleſs be lives it as his laſt, How many accidents may be- 


fal us, that may diſpatch us, and ſpeed us into another 
world every day? Ifdeath be every day poſlible,'tis but 
rational to take notice daily of that poſſuvility. 

3. Waiting for this change implies preparation for its co- 


i ming. And truly hic labor hocopuseſt , here lies the great 


difficulty. Much muſt be done before a man can be fit to 


4 dye ; much muſt be done i» him, much muſt be done by 


kim:(everal other changes muſt go before that great change, 
or Elſe that great change will be a difmal one. 

I. The State muſt be changed. Mansnatural State is a 
State of wrath 3 he muſt therefore come to the Son of 
God, that he may be juſtified by his blood, and paſs out 
of this State of wrath , into a State of grace. This is ex- 

Being 
juſtified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; by whom alſo we have acceſs by faith into this 
grace wherein we ſtand, and rejoyce in hope of the glory of 


| God. If the State be changed , fear of death may be 


turned into a joyful hope of future glory. 

2. The heart muſt bechanged : the heart of man , by 
him that is the heart-ſearcher, has a very badCharatter gi- 
venit. *Tis deceitful above all things, and deſperately 
wicked, Jer. 17. 9. Out of the heart proceeds whatever 


dy does defile the man. The heart therefore muſt be made a 


new one, that its thoughts, deſires , affetions , deſigns, 
may become clean and holy, and that this change may be 
| D 


2 wrought, 
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wrought, Godmnf be ſonght, and his promiſe pra 
Ezek. 36. 26. A new heart will I give you, ana 4 new 
ſpirit will I put within you. 

3. The T muſt be changed 3; and where there is a new 
heart indeed, there will be a walking in newneſs of life. 
Holineſs of hfe is neceſſary 1n reſpe& of Gods honour, and 
the Goſpels credit 3 we muſt caft of the works of darkneſs, 
and be zealous of good works ;, for after deaih we ſhall be 
Jndged according to our works.Now that the life may be thus 
changed, we muſtbeg, that according to his promiſe, 
God would put his ſpirit within us, and cauſe usto walkin his 
ſlatutes, and to obſerve his judgments, and do them. 

4. This ſaving change muſt be evidenced. Grace muſt 
be increaſed, that the aQings of it being vigorous and 
ſtrong, is truth and being may not be doubted. We 

{he diligent obſervers of our felves,' andin no wiſe 
contented to be at uncertainties about our eternal State. 
A certain evidence of grace , will be worth much more 
than a whole world, when we come to lie upon a death- 
bed. Givediligence to make all ſure, to make it out that 
you are effeCtually called : then you may conclude your 
intereſt m Gods eleFing love; and when you come to die, 
an abundant entrance will be adminiſtred into the ever- 
laſting kingdom. | 

' 4+ Waiting for this change implies deſiring it. The 
Sairits are not toexpett it, as an evil; but to deſire it, as 
that which will put an end to evil. The Apoſtle, who 
was able toſay, To me to liveis Chriſt, adds, and to die is 
gin. And with good reaſon does he afterwards profeſs, 
F deſire to depart,” and to be with Chriſt, which 3s far bet- 
ter, Phil. 1. 23. Chriſt died to unſting Death, and 
to dehver from the fear of it. The Saints need not look 
upon it as terrible ; but ſbould groan, earneſtly defiring to 
be clothed upor with their bouſe which is from heaven ;, that 
#zortality may be ſwallowed up of -life, *2 Cor. 5.2, 4. Death 


15 


I 
———  — 


T— 


istheirs as well as Lifez Theirs,to do them a kindneſs; too 
muchtheirs, to dothemany myury. 

s. It implies Patience, and eſtabliſhment of heart. Till 
this Change is come indeed , Believers are engaged in a 
Warfare, and they mult ſtand to their Arms, and be upon 
Duty, till the Caprain of their Salvation call them off, 
in order to their crowning. They have need of Pati- 
ence, that they may att, and fight, and ſuffer unwearied- 
ly. Hark to the Apoſtle, Heb. 10. 36, 37. For ye have 
need of patience, that after ye have done the will of God, 
ye may receive the promiſe * ſor yet alittle while, and he 
that ſhall come, will come, and will not tarry Al] our life 
long, by patient continuance in well doing, we muſt ſeek 
for glory, and honour, and immortality ; and then upon 
our diſlolution, we ſhall lay hold of that life which is e- 


ternal. 


In the ſecond place I amto lay down the Reaſons, why 
'tis the Saints pradiſe to wait for their change. 

I. Becauſe the coming of it is ſo certaininit ſelf, and 
fo uncertain as to the time when twill be. All our cares can- 
not prevent our Change: Death will ſurely come : The 
Decree concerning it is much more unalterable than thoſe 
of the Medesand Perf6 ms, Dan. 6. 12. But the time of 
Its approach is concealed. To ſome it comes in the even- 
ing of their Age, to ſome at mid-day, to fome in the ve- 
ry morning of their time. All graves are not of a length. 
Some old, and that's no wonder; ſome Infants, and ſome in 
their greateſt vigor, have been {truck down by Death, and 
fhall riſe no.more till the laſt day. All rheretore at ail times 
ſhould be watchful. 

2. The ſpiritual advantage is vaſtly great, which flows 
upon ſerious waiting for their chavge. Waring tor Death 
will make men flec from fin. When Satan tpeaks of 1in's. 
pleaſure and gain,* if anſwer be made, O but at death 
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will [in be thought pleaſant and gainful 2 This will be enough 
to filence him. Waiting for Death will make this World 
contemptible. When Eſau was at the point of Death, he 
cries out, What profit will this birth right do me? Gen. 25, 
32. So if we have Death in our eze,we ſhall cry out, What 
profit will the World then do us, when we are juſt about 
to leave it? Again, Waiting for death, will keep our Aﬀe- 
tions moderate; neither grief nor joy will be exceſſive 
about earthly things. Chriſt will be the moreqprized, and 
Heaven more Jonged for. 

3. The miſeryis inconceivable which falls upon them who 
never thought of Death ſo as to be prepared for it. It 1s ter- 
Tible in it {eIf, but hell following after it has ten thou- 
ſand times a more terrible ſecond. Death is ſent unto the 
ungodly in wrath as an Excecutioner, they dye as malefa- 
cors* The righteous indeed are cut down as Corn that is 
ſully ripe, that it may be gathered into the barn, Mat: 
13: 30; But Death hews down the wicked, as a man 
fells fuel for the fire, they are evil trees that cumber the 
earth, Luk. 13. 7. Cut it down,why cumbereth it the ground? 
And immediately they become eternal feul for thoſe 
flames that never can be quenched. 


T/e. 1. Of Reproof to thoſe who can't endure to think 
of Death; or if they do, make an ill uſe of it. Many 
quite baniſh the thoughts of dying, they are reſolved to 
Ive wickedly,and don't care to conlider, that ſuch a life 
will end,nor to conſider how "twill end. The Rich Man had 
Death quite out of his thoughts ; and reckon'd upon 
living mazy years, 1n which he ſhould take /3s eaſe, eat, 
drink, and be merry : When Death was entring in athis 
door, and his Soul juſt ready to be required, God calls 
this man 4 feol; and after he was out of the World, he 
ſaw reaſon to call himſelf by 1hat Name for ever. Others 
allo are ſharply.to be reproved, who, becauſe they muſt 
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dye, are reſolved to indulge the Fleſh while they may. 
What profane frantick Epicures were they, who ſaid, Let 
as eat and drink to day, for we ſhall die to morrow ? 


Uſe 2. Of Exhortation to the imitation of Holy Job*: 


in tbe Text. Let me perſwade you all, All the days 
of your appointed time to be waiting for your Change. 
Have many a ſolicitous thought, whither it is that Death 
will ſend you ? Ask your Souls, whither they are likely 
to go, when they diſlodge and leave this Earthly Taber- 
nacle ? Dye you muſt; 'tis dreadful to dye in (in, and 
few dye otherwiſe. Prepare, I beſeech you, for that 
which you cannot avoid. , 'Tis in vain, when death 13 
within view, to plead thus: O Death, I never thought of thy 
approach ; none of my main work alas is done, I am utterly 
ten fit to go to the Judgment- Seat ;, If I dje now, I dye mir 
ſerable, and ſhall be miſerable for ever. Death comes at 
Gods command, and whether you are prepared or un- 
prepared, when God ſays, Strike, it cannothold.ts hand. 
Think of this, and let Death fnd you ready , come when 
it will. 

Two things you are here to be adviſed to: 

I. Let there be a looking to Jeſus to take out the Sting 
of Death. Believe 1a him, that he may give you Victory 
over this laſt Enemy. Chriſt can delrver you from the 
Cxrſe of the Law + now the Law, the Apoſtle tells you, is 
the firength of Sin, as Sin is the Sting of Death. Apply 
and relie upon the Blood of }cfus, to be Jaſtified, and ro 
be Saved from Wrath. The Apoſtle dulired to be ſonnd 
in Chriſt ; and if Death find you in him, it may kill you, 
but it can't hurt you; nay, if you are in Chriit, aad 
hve to him, Death will be gazr, and greater gain, than 
whue you ive you can conzelve. | 

2. Look. unto. Jeſus to be freed from 17at bondage which - 
& cauſed by the fear of dying, Heb. 2. 14,15. You catt-- 
FOt.. 
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828 -Dot be compleatly happy while you live, becauſe you 
{1} | Will remain incompleatly Holy: Stuly the vanity of 
el every: thing that makes you fond of Living, Clear up 
| / your, intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt, and preſerve Conſcience 
| ear and peaceable. © And let your Eye be after your 
*#18 Riſen and Aſcended Lord ; who was dead, and is alive, 
| of and lives for evermore : that ſo you may long togo to him, 
| to be with him in thoſe manſions he is gore to prepare. 
Po O beg for Conquelt over your Fears, and that'/you may 
| ee beaver plainly by the Eye of Faith 5 and beaver oper, 
and Chriſt ready to receive your Spirits, affoon as you 
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nth have put off your flc{hly Tabernacle. - Lite 1s then lead in 

SIR peace, when Death ceaſcs t@ be dreaded , and becomes 
deſirable. | 
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 AnFE pitaph upon Mrs. Martha T homſon, 


[| Her Name was Martha, but ſhe had the Heart 
Wt: 'f? Of Mary 3 for She choſe the Better part. | 
{ (MHIE In patience, meekreſs, bumbleneſs of Mind, | 
' '.  Ske gd Excel the moſt of Womankind. | 
i She waired for her Change'; which being Come, © 
(Fi She's at ker Blisful and Eternal Home. 
þ | Her Friends lament they we loſt ber 5 whereas She 
1 Has bid Farewel, Watld, Sin, and Miſery. | | 
F ke F I N I 8. Tg - 1 


—_——— w_———— 


| þ y_—_ © INE" 
| | opi'% 
i Books Publiſhed by Mr. Nathanael Vimcent, Sold by T. Parkhurſt. 
| * 1. The Spirit of Prayer, with directions to arrain the Gift, 
16's 2. Worthy walking, the Call of the Goſpel. 
| 
| 


il | ' 3; Heaven or Hell- upon Earth, m a Diſcourſe concerning Conſcience. 
| 4. The little Childs Catechiſm, with ſeveral ſhort Hiſtories. 
i | * 5. Mr. Janeway's Funeral Sermon. 5 


6. Mrs. Bakers Funeral Sermon. | 
h ſhews borh Grace and Nature. ' 


7. The True Touchſtone, Whic 


we H 
yy 


2 . a2® END: 


ho oc 


